Rene G. Doria
Beacon of Light

I took BYU’s mandate, ‘Enter to Learn, Go Forth to Serve,’ to heart. My BYU-Hawaii BS Math (’82) and BYU Provo MS Statistics (’87) degrees prepared me as an investment analyst at the Church Office for 32 years and supported my wife and I’s dream to give back to our land of heritage. We founded ‘Improving Health, Housing, Education, and Livelihood of the Poor in the Philippines’ (IHHELPP). Hurricane ‘Yolanda’ that killed over 6000 people in Tacloban, Leyte, triggered my desire to build disaster-resilient housing for the indigent who are victims of natural calamities due to poorly built homes, hence I pursued MS Structural Engineering at University of Utah.
We built 20 bathroom and 3 classroom facilities with structural insulated panels using  magnesium oxide boards and Styrofoam. They are evidence-based, resilient to earthquakes and strong winds, time and cost-effective, energy-efficient, fire-resistant, and termite-proof. We’re on our way to building a disaster-resilient community with 250 homes, school, and centers for faith, wellness, business, and recreation for the underserved.
My life trajectory has hopefully enabled me to be a ‘beacon of light’ in the Philippines by helping the poor and the needy who occupy such a tender spot in our Savior’s heart. 

