
Bert Gividen, Ed.D

Interaction with Brigham Young University
And Ultimate Influence on my Professional and Personal Life

Marilee, For your review, I have clipped the following segments from my personal history that will indicate some of the direct interaction I had with Brigham Young University that certainly impacted my professional and personal life.
1952 – I enrolled at “Brigham Young University.
Note:  During high school I was the quarter back and captain of the Springville High School football team. During my senior year I experienced a severe head injury that placed me in the St. Marks Hospital for five weeks.  

During Fall Semester, I enrolled at BYU as a freshman. Five weeks after enrolling at BYU I experienced a relapse re: my head injury and was bedridden for seven weeks, thus I withdrew from Brigham Young University. 

January 27 1953 – At age 18, I “Volunteered to serve in the US Army” so I could obtain G. I. Bill of Rights financial benefits to complete my goals in higher education.

 I completed my US Army Basic Training at Ft. Lewis, Washington.

I was selected to attend the US Army “Leadership School” at Ft. Ord, California and finished third in my class.

1953-4 I participated in the Korean War, assigned to the 2nd Division, 38th Regiment, 2nd Battalion,  “A Company” right in the middle of the Chorwon Valley of South Korea, where my platoon Sergeant exchanged my M-1 rifle for a “30 caliber air cooled machine gun.” 

Following the “July 27, 1953 signing of the Cease Fire of the Korean War,” between North and South Korea, I participated in the creation of the “Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)” separating North and South Korea that has continued for sixty-two  (62) years.  The most fortified border in the world.

After the Cease Fire was signed, I was transferred to the US Army 2nd Battalion Headquarters of the 38th Regiment 2nd Division with responsibility to help company commanders identify “Convenience to the Army Discharges” of G.I. soldiers with low IQ’s and bad military habits…, thus creating problems for company commanders (individuals difficult to control during peace time).

Then I was asked by the 2nd Battalion Headquarters commander to create the 2nd Battalion US Army ‘Troop Information and Education (TI&E)” program where all officers within the battalion were required to enroll in a military USAFFI educational course or an Independent Study course at a university of their choosing.

I was asked to select and organize a “Group of Battalion Educators” who would assist company commanders in identifying G.I.s who did not graduate from high school or some who didn’t even have an elementary education.  I then assigned this group of identified educators (now identified and trained 21 men) to teach courses to the appropriate grade level of students.  No one wanted to teach the “Puerto Ricans” so I taught those students myself.  (Keep the troops busy and out of trouble during peace time).

In addition, I arranged for the “2nd Division Book Mobile Library” to visit our Battalion on a regular schedule so our troops could check out books to read and enjoy this service.

Our “TI&E” education program caught the attention of the US Army News Paper located in Tokyo, Japan called the “Stars and Stripes” so they sent a reporter to interview me and write an article explaining what we were trying to accomplish.

December 4, 1954 - I was “Honorably Discharged from the United States Army” with enough accumulated G. I. Education Benefit service to provide financial assistance to complete four years of university studies including some graduate school course work.

1955-56 I completed my “Associate of Science Degree at Snow College, and served as 
 ”Student Body President.”  In addition, my wife Val had been elected Vice President of Snow College so we served Snow College student body as husband and wife.  Val also graduated from Snow College with her Associates Degree.

1954-56 I served as “Company Sergeant” of the Ephraim, Utah US Army Reserve Unit training young farm boys how to become military men.

1956-57 I completed my “Bachelors of Science Degree” at Utah State University (withn 3 years of study), with a dual major in Chemistry/Biology and a Utah Teaching Certificate.

1957-58 I taught “Chemistry and Biology”at Fortuna Union High School, Fortuna, California.

1958 I attended “Brigham Young University Graduate School” to study Educational Administration.

1958-59 I taught “Mathematics’ at the Payson, Utah Jr. High School.

1960 I completed my “Masters Degree” at Oregon State University with a major in Human Physiology.

1960-65 I taught “Human Physiology and Advanced Biology” at Ramona High School in Riverside, California

1962 I attended “Graduate School at Los Angeles California State University” and completed my California Secondary and Elementary Teaching Credentials

1964 I attended the “University of Washington” and completed Certification in Radiation Biology.

1964-5 I was nominated and selected as the “Outstanding Science Teacher” of the Southern California Inland Empire.

1965 I attended the “University of California Riverside” and completed requirements for my California Secondary, Elementary and Jr. College Administration Credentials.

1965-70 I served as “Assistant Principal” at the Sierra Jr High School, Riverside, California during the “Turbulent 1960’s” with lots of critical interaction with integration concerns, etc.

1970 I attended the “University of Utah” and completed my “Utah General Administrative Credential. 

1970-73 I served as “Superintendent of the Wasatch County School District” with my office in Heber City, Utah

As I evaluated teacher competency, I found many teachers needed access to university in-service course instruction to keep their credentials active with the State of Utah Board of Education Credentials Office.  

Thus, I contacted the Brigham Young University College of Education to see if they might assist.  Dr. Ivan Muse and I established a series of Brigham Young University In-service Courses to be taught by BYU professors at the Wasatch High School for Wasatch County, Park City and Summit County teachers and administrators to participate.

I drove to Utah Valley College (now a University) in Provo, met with President Wilson Sorensen, , and asked President Sorensen if UVC might have some programs available that they could export to Wasatch High School for accelerated students which they could enroll and receive UVC course credit applied towards their high school graduation requirements?  President Sorensen said, “Let me think about it and confer with department chairmen, and I will get back to you!”   As a result of this contact, soon thereafter UVC purchased a double wide trailer, equipped it with electrical engineering equipment to teach Wasatch High School students.  As a result of this contact, the UVC administration, now Utah Valley University, has established a complete university extension campus of newly constructed buildings just north of Heber City.  

It just pays to “ASK QUESTIONS SEEKING ASSISTANCE!”  Sometime you get a “NO,” but sometimes you get a “YES.”

1973-74 I served as “Principal of the Vernal Jr. High School,” Vernal, Utah.
 
As I evaluated the student and teacher needs of the Vernal Jr. High School, it was evident, that interaction with a major university influence would benefit not only students and teachers but the rural community of Vernal.  Thus, I contacted my friend, Dr. Ivan Muse, at Brigham Young University and discussed the situation with him.  
 
BYU provided “Student Teachers,” supervised by BYU faculty, to the Alpine and Nebo School district elementary and secondary schools, thus these schools experienced a special interaction with higher education influence.  Thus, I asked Dr. Muse, “Would it be possible to bring a group of elementary and secondary Student Teachers with faculty supervisors to Vernal, Utah?  I would house them in the Vernal Jr. High School gymnasium where they could sleep on the wrestling mats of both balconies, use the gymnasium (boys and girls) showers and our excellent student cafeteria employees would feed them…, ALL FREE OF CHARGE!  Dr. Muse made the arrangements happen and BYU Student Teachers with faculty supervision came to Vernal Jr. High and interacted with our students and faculty, providing a very enriching positive experience.
 
A as I served as Principal of the Vernal Jr. High School, Dr. Muse asked, “Bert, why don’t you get your doctorate degree and enhance your own personal education?”  I responded, “Dr. Muse I am busy administrating a very engaged and active school and BYU is 141 miles away from Vernal, Utah.”  Dr. Muse responded, “BYU has a special doctoral degree program, “The Intern Doctoral Program,” designed just for active administrators like you.  In fact, the program requires that you be an active administrator.  Bert, you have an abundance of graduate degree credits earned at many other universities that you can apply to your required course work, you can satisfy the residency requirement by attending BYU for two summers and then drive to BYU taking evening classes to complete other required course work.  

Whew!  That sounded interesting and maybe doable!  Thus, I took the qualifying examinations and enrolled in the BYU Intern Doctoral Program, but because of extra ordinary problems at Uintah High School in Vernal, right when I was writing my dissertation, my superintendent moved me to become Principal of Uintah High School which added extreme pressures on me plus my family.  

However, I had committed myself, along with 57 other selected elementary and secondary administrators, thus, I was determined to dig in and complete the doctoral course work within three years.  I did not have time to mess around and drag the course work and dissertation over time…, as a result, I was one of five (of the original 57 candidates) to complete my BYU Doctorate Degree in three years.

1974-78 I served as “Principal of Uintah High School,” Vernal, Utah

Creation of the “Utah State University and Uintah High School “Concurrent Enrollment Program.”

As principal of Uintah High School, I was concerned about the lack of university influence in rural high schools.  Thus, I contacted the Utah State University Extension Office in the nearby Roosevelt, Utah office, and talked to Dr. Varnel Bench.  Together, we created the “HIGH SCHOOL/UNIVERSITY CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT PROGRAM” at Uintah High School.  

This program provided university course work to qualified high school students, thus high school students who planned their course work carefully, could complete their university “Associate Degree” General Education course work while attending high school and use these same courses to complete their high school graduation requirements.

Now, Utah State University has a “Satellite Extention Campus” near the Uintah High School in Vernal Utah.

Utah State University later expanded this original “Concurrent Enrollment” program to other “Rural High Schools” throughout Utah.   

The high school/university “Concurrent Enrollment” program continued to expand throughout the state of Utah, and is now accepted as part of the educational offering at “EVERY PUBLIC AND PRIVATE UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL IN THE STATE OF UTAH.”  I now hear of other states throughout the United States of America who are adopting this “Concurrent Enrollment” program philosophy.

1977 I completed my “Doctorate Degree” at Brigham Young University 

1978 I was employed by the “BYU Division of Continuing Education” as an “Administrator representing the College of Education.”
	
Five weeks later, the BYU DCE administration requested that I visit all major universities in the United States and identify ideas to include in the construction of the “BYU Conference Center and the Harman Continuing Education Office Building.”   I reported my findings to the BYU Building Committee, the DCE administration and the architect that resulted in the construction of both buildings.  Thus, I was asked to supervise the selected contractor regarding actual implementation of ideas I recommended,

The BYU Division of Continuing Education administration selected me to become the “Founding Director of the BYU Conferences and Workshop Department.”   Thus, I hired and trained twelve administrators with doctorate degrees (our administrators were working with the finest of the university faculty and administration),12 assistant administrators with masters degrees, staff and part time student employees, plus staff involved to administer individual programs and interacted with all Brigham Young housing and other service providers.

President Dallin H. Oaks requested that I create the BYU Department of Conferences and Workshops department with the following Mission Statement :  “Identify BYU Faculty and Administration expertise and export their expertise.  Identify expertise beyond BYU and import that expertise.”  

Conference and Workshops administrators received no funding from the Tithes of the Church, Brigham Young niversity or Division of Continuing Education.  All programming we created financially supported our entire department with excess funds transferred to the DCE Administration office at the end of each fiscal year to support other DCE programming.   Thus, at the beginning of each fiscal year, C&W Administrators designed, with faculty members, programming that was self sustaining without any financial up front available funding.

Note: Some special programming created by Conferences and Workshops

As soon as the department of Conferences and Workshops was created, Dr. Christensen, a very prominent respected local dentist, came to meet with me and requested if I would assist him in the creation of an organization bringing church affiliated dentists together in an annual meeting, and they preferred their headquarters connected to Brigham Young University, thus, we created the
 “Academy of Dentists” who meet annual at BYU and they are supported by the Conferences and Workshop Department.

The “Academy of Dentists” was so successful, leadership met with me asking if I could provide financial training for their wives, who often helped dentists in their practice by handling finances.  So, programming was provided by C&W administrators using university faculty.

Then, the “Academy of Dentists” asked if our department could provide programming for their children while mom and dad were involved, and of course youth programming was created.

Three years later, a group of medical doctors came to meet with me, requesting assistance to organize church affiliated medical doctors.  I resisted, indicating BYU would never attempt to compete with the University of Utah Medical School.  Thus, these medical doctors visited the U of U Medical school administration and returned to my office, exclaiming they had permission to organize, if they did not discuss medical procedure.  Thus, I indicated C&W would assist them and I would personally help them organize.  Thus. we created the “Colegium Escalapium,” (in Latin it means – The Academy of Medical Doctors).  I worked directly with their organization and connected them to the Missionary Department re: these medical doctors objective was to assist missionaries receiving adequate health and wellness support prior to, while serving, and when they returned from foreign country service, especially Central America, where missionaries were returning home with and dangerous parasites and diseases.

One of my administrators provided support for  Steven Covey’s (BYU Vice President) “Seven Habits” program.  This program was so successful; Steve wanted our C&W department to sponsor him as he expanded nationally and internationally.  However, I indicated to Steve, this was not the “Mission of Conferences and Workshops.”  Thus, Steve Covey created a new company and the Conferences and Workshop department ceased to be involved in Steve Covey’s “Seven Habits” program.

One of my administrators initiated the “BYU Youth Conference” program later taken by the church to offer programming for church youth throughout the United States.

One of my administrators created the “BYU Youth Handcart Pulling Company” program later taken by the church to offer programming for church youth throughout the United States.

One of my administrators created the “Especially for Youth” program and through my contacts at other universities, this program was extended throughout the United States.  Later, this program was taken by the church to offer programming for church youth throughout the United States.

One of my administrators created the “English as a Second Language” program later taken by a BYU department and offered as a BYU course.

One administrator was responsible for “Military Foreign Language Refresher Training” of military personnel prior to being deployed to foreign countries later taken by a BYU department and offered in several language courses.


At one time, I invited military personnel to evaluate the BYU Conferences and Workshops “Military Foreign Language Refresher Training´ program.  Unexpectedly, three Generals of the US Army, two Generals of the US Marine Corp, two Generals of the US Air Force and one Navy Admiral accepted my invitation.  With such prestigious individuals visiting BYU, I invited President Holland and the Dean of Humanities to join our group.  Thus, this meeting became a very important extension of BYU influence with the US Military.

Note: I mentioned to the Dean of Continuing Education: “I now know what the Mission is of the C&W Department; Research and Development (R&D) for the Church and BYU.”

From humble beginnings, programming offered by DCE Conferences and Workshops administrators, staff, part time students, university services…, but more importantly…, the “expertise of university faculty and administration” eventually developed into 1876 annual programs bringing over 96,000 annual enrollments of Youth and Adults to participate in BYU Conference and Workshops program offerings, thus, a great future BYU student recruiting system.  

Of course, “Conferences and Workshops needed computerization” to solve faculty and college administration creation of programs, building budgets to support the program processing, producing  advertising materials, mailing advertised materials, processing enrollments and providing grade processing information with the BYU Admissions Office.  Thus, the Conferences and Workshops department employees became the BYU “Pioneer in Computer Development.” 

To extend BYU’s influence nationally, my Dean of BYU Continuing Education requested that I join him as a member of the ”National Association of Continuing Education (NUCEA)” representing the Brigham Young University, and develop an influence with that national organization.  Thus, I did join and over the years eventually became “Director of the NUCEA Conferences and Institute Department.”

I later became “Chairman of the NUCEA Region VI” area including all of the western United States and Hawaii.  Thus, I organized the “1987 NUCEA Region VI Pacific Rim Conference,” using BYU Conferences and Workshops administration and staff for support.  I organized this conference to be held on the BYU Hawaii campus using surrounding major hotels on the North Shore of Hawaii and requested the “President of BYU Hawaii to be our Keynote Speaker.” 

My influence with NUCEA member universities throughout the US and Canada expanded, and I was asked to “Consult with other Universities” throughout the United States regarding our computerized programming at Brigham Young University.

As a result of this exposure, I was interviewed and highlighted in many National Education publications re: “Gividen’s BYU Computer Systems.” (See publications noted in my Personal 
Resume)

As my influence with the NUCEA organization continued to expand, I convinced the leadership of NUCEA to use the BYU Conferences and Workshops Department expertise to “Host the 1988 NUCEA Conference in Salt Lake City,” which resulted in over 5,000 national and international NUCEA members attended.

Then, again in 1988, as Chairman of the NUCEA Region VI, I organized their annual conference to be held in Salt Lake City, using BYU Conferences and Workshops administration and staff for support.

1988 – After ten years as Director of BYU Conferences and Workshops, BYU DCE, I was tired of my position, and requested a change of assignment.  My Dean of Continuing Education transferred me to 
the “BYU Independent Study department” where I became “Instrumental in converting Independent Study courses from” the use of paper” creating course work, lessons, testing and grade submission to BYU Admissions…., to a “total computerized system” that of course increased course enrollments from 5,000 annual enrollments to over 300,000 annual enrollments.

I contacted the “Alaska Department of Education” and described benefits of BYU Independent Study high school and university courses availability to isolated community schools and the general public throughout Alaska.  Alaska accepted my recommendation and that decision enriched their curriculum support to anyone interested in improving their education.

Because of my extensive experience with Public Education…, over a five year period of time,              I personally visited every high school counseling department in Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Arizona and Colorado explaining to high school counselors the benefits of the “BYU High School Independent Study” program to help their high school students complete high school graduation requirements.  

In addition, I suggested to high school counselors that they consider using “BYU University Independent Study Courses” with accelerated high school students who could complete course work towards their university General Education requirements.  University credits earned would be placed on a BYU Transcript transferable to any other university/college of their choosing.

Then, I organized the Western United States into individual “State Areas,” and recommended other  Independent Study personnel to assume responsibility for each state, to provide high school counselors and their students “Follow up Service” via telephone or email, with an occasional personal visit.
 
I contacted local military units (Utah National Guard) and suggested the BYU Independent Study programs were available to them locally or whenever they were deployed to another country.  This initial military involvement expanded BYU Independent Study course work to many military units all over the United States and eventually became available to US military personnel posted all over the world.  

I was contacted by the “Western Governors” as a consultant, to help create the “Western Governors University” that was eventually organized to provide Bachelor and Master’s Degree programs through Independent Study course work and eventually course work over the developing Internet system.

August 31, 1998 At age 64, I retired from Brigham Young University (I served 21 years at BYU) and went into the hospital for radical “Prostate Cancer surgery.”

October 1999 -  June 3, 2001 My wife and I were called to serve as “Couple Missionaries” to the newly created Vladivostok, Russia Mission” as “Proselytizing, Public Affairs and Humanitarian Service Missionaries!”  

After extensive training by the “Missionary Departmen,t” Val and I arrived in Vladivostok, Russia to begin our adventures as “Couple Missionaries” representing the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Special Note:
Prior to Val and I leaving Utah on our Mission assignment to Russia, as Public Affairs missionaries, I gathered a brief case full of single document information regarding the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter0day Saints indicating the World Wide influence of the church, plus information about Brigham Young University, its satellite universities i.e. BYU Idaho and BYU Hawaii and the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Thus, preparing Val and me to meet the challenges we might encounter when interviewing government, educational, hospital, media administrators, reporters, etc.

In addition, so that Val and I could communicate with the church Missionary Department, the Missionary Department purchased a lap top computer for me and for the Missionary Department to communicate with Val and me.  Thus, we used the lap top computer extensively. 

The Vladivostok Mission was organized, by Area Authority President Brown (located in Tokyo, Japan) during July 1999 which included the Premorye and Khabarovsk Krai (State) of Western Russia bordering on the West Coast of Russia and sharing a northern (Khabarovsk Krai) border with China and much of the vast Russia Siberan area.  

Elder Alvin Price and Sister Price (Humanitarian Service Missionaries in Moscow) were called as President and Matron of the newly organized Vladivostok Mission, where they quickly organized a District Presidency and then the First Branch of the new District.  Because of the harsh weather conditions, difficult transportation systems and difficult living quarters…, only Elder Missionaries and hearty Couple Missionaries were called to serve in the Vladivostok Russia Mission.  And of course this speaks volumes regarding my wife, Val Elizabeth Greaves Gividen, a very strong willed and determined woman who supported every challenge placed before her during this 21 month experience.

In October 1999, the entire Ziagolski family were baptized into the church (Uri the father, Vera the mother, Masha and Polina the two daughters), and Uri the father was immediately ordained to the Aaronic Priesthood.  

Because church membership was growing so rapidly, in November 1999, there was a need to create a Second Branch of the Vladivostok Mission and District.  Uri Ziagolski, newly baptized in October 1999, was immediately ordained to the Melchizdek Priesthood and then Set Apart as Branch President of the Second Branch.  Dennis Israliof, a 20 year old previously baptized member (who had been a Russian Foreign Exchange Student to Chicago, Illinois) and held the Aaronic Priesthood was ordained to the Melchizdek Priesthood, recommended by President Uri Ziagolski, and Set Apart as First Counselor.  The next requirement of now President Uri, was to Call and Set Apart his wife Vera, as the new Relief Society President.  

Thus, when Val and I arrived at the Vladivostok airport on December 27, 1999, we were met at the airport by two missionary Elders and Denis Israliof.  Val and I were whisked away from the airport and driven to a local swimming pool to experience a new baptism being performed in the rented swimming pool, but were met outside the pool facility by President Ziagolski, (who did not speak any English, but Deinks did…,) and said, “President Ziagolski wants to call you as his 2nd Counselor in the 2nd Branch Presidency.  I replied, “I thought they should call a Russian, and I would be willing to teach all of them their responsibilities,” but Denis said, “You don’t understand, there are no Russians available who hold the Priesthood.”  Wow…, first lesson, “Tell President Ziagolski that he only recommends my name to District President Nechiperov, who will then interview me and then he will call me as 2nd Counselor.  This procedure was followed and I was properly called and Set Spart as the Second Counselor of the 2nd Branch of the Vladivostok Mission (Val and I never did get inside the rented swimming pool to witness the new baptism.)


During Val and my first meeting with our Mission President Alvin Price (a friend of mine who was a previous professor at Brigham Young University), his remarks included:  Bert and Val, you have been called to the Vladivostok Russia Mission to perform extraordinary challenging responsibilities with your many callings, thus THIS MISSIONARY EXPERIENCE FOR THE BOTH OF YOU, WILL BE WHATEVER YOU CHOSE TO MAKE IT.  I TRUST YOU TO CARRY OUT YOUR VARIOUS CALLING RESPONSIBILITIES, AS YOU ALONE CAN DECIDE HOW TO FULLFIL THEM.  I ANTICIPATE THAT YOU WILL OCCASSIONALY REPORT TO ME RE: WHATEVER YOU ARE DOING!  BUT BASICALLY, YOU ARE ON YOUR OWN TO PERFORM THE CHALLENGES YOU WILL FACE IN THE BEST MANNER THAT YOU ARE CAPABLE.


President Price then indicated, I have my hands full supervising other Couple Missionaries and young eager Elders to accomplish their responsibilities.


Yes, as Val and I would soon discover, we were called to perform some very extra ordinary services during our missionary service.  The missionary experiences we engaged in were specifically designed for Val and me…, and I suspect the challenges might have been beyond the capacity of any other Couple Missionary…, definitely noted as we observed the sometimes intimidated, frightened and timidity of other Couple Missionaries called to serve in the Vladivostok Russia Mission, as they continued to express astonishment with each of our accomplished tasks!  The challenges of weather and security frightened one couple so much, they were transferred to serve in  a Philippines Mission. Thus, Val and I had very limited inter action with other Couple Missionaries.  Val and I were indebted to the constant and positive support we received from the Missionary Department and Humanitarian Services administration of the church.

THANK YOU VAL FOR YOUR COURAGEOUS EFFORTS TO ALLOW ME TO SATISFY MY FATHER IN HEAVEN, IN THE COMPLETION OF A MISSIONARY EXPERIENCE I ONCE REJECTED, FOLLOWING MY KOREAN WAR EXPERIENES.


Since Russian is a very difficult language and our missionary assignment included conferring with State and City VIP government officials, presidents of universities, personnel within educational institutions, hospitals, television station and radio station administrators, newspaper editors and reporters…, etc., the Missionary Department provided funding for Val and I to “hire a competent high school math teacher, Inna Cherniskova,” to act as our Russian Language interpreter.  Fortunately, Inna’s high school principal was flexible with Inna’s teaching schedule and provided substitute teachers whenever Val and I requested Inna’ interpreter skills, which was very often.

Inna was not only an excellent interpreter, who followed our exact instructions, but she was well informed regarding Russian VIP leadership we wanted to confer with, and the importance of each of their positions.  

Val and I established the following objectives to complete during each of our interviews with selected VIPs.

First
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is a viable, respected local, national and international church with extremely strong influence throughout the world, with a worldwide membership of over 17 million members, and more than half of the members live outside the border of the United States of America…, with several thousand members right here in Russia and hundreds right here in Vladivostok.  Then we discussed the worldwide influence of the “Tabernacle Choir” that was a gift to the world to enjoy.

Second
The Church Education System includes the following

“Brigham Young University is the Flagship of the entire educational system.

BYU enrollment is restricted to 33,000 students and admits students from all over the world.  Brigham Young University provides worldwide influence with extension programs in Washington, DC, Israel, France, England and a Travel Study programs that travelers investigate throughout the world.  

In addition to the Flagship of BYU, there are two satellite university campuses re

Brigham Young University Idaho 

Brigham Young University Hawaii. 

In addition, adjacent to every major university and college throughout the United States, there is a church “Institute of Religion” building where students can receive religious instruction to balance their secular educational  experience with meaningful religious studies.

Also, adjacent to every high school in Utah, adjacent to the school, there is a “Seminary” building where students can receive religious instruction to balance their secular educational experience with meaningful religious studies.

In addition, in many communities where church membership is prominent within the United States of America, there is an “Early Morning Seminary” religious instruction program available at 6:00 AM in the morning where students can receive religious instruction to balance their secular education prior attending their regular high school.
 
Third
Val and I would discuss the opportunity of a BYU Ballroom Dance Company performance coming to perform right here in Vladivostok and Khbarovs Krai’s of  Russia.

Fourth
During our visit with each VIP, I would reach into my brief case, and “Magically” (certainly inspiratioanly) select a sequence of documentation I had gathered to use in each individual presentation.  Interestingly, not one interview followed the same sequence of discussions.

Fifth
At the conclusion of each of our interviews with VIPs, Val and I would present our new friend with a copy of the “Proclamation of the Family to the World,” printed in the Russian language, for them to keep and take home to discuss with their own family.

Sixth
Then we discussed the Missionary System of the church with missionaries serving in 176 countries throughout the world, including several missions here within the borders of Russia and  there are many young men missionaries right here in Vladivostok.  To prepare these missionaries, there are several Missionary Training Centers throughout the world to train missionaries in the language of the country they were assigned.

To begin our relationship with Inna, I asked Inna to identify how the Russian government was organized.  She responded, “Krai (state) Governor, with sixteen Vice Governors, City Mayor with support staff.  Then she identified each individual.  I then indicated which of the Vice Governors Val and I would like to interview plus the Vladivostok mayor and his support staff.  We needed his assistance to provide Visa’s for BYU performing arts groups Val and I intended to invite from BYU and perform in two major cities within the Vladivostok Russia Mission.

Inna began calling the Vice Governors to introduce Val and me, and establish appointments.  I asked Inna to request an appointment, from each identified VIP contact, for this Brigham Young University visiting Administrator and his wife to Vladivostok.  

Inna was persistent, she was never turned down re asking for an interview, and in every case, Inna was able to obtain a 15 minute interview.  

During each interview, I would indicate that Val and I not only represented BYU but the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

During every interview we had with VIPs, each individual would get up from his chair…, go to the door and ask his secretary to, “HOLD ALL OF MY CALLS AND APPOINTMENTS.”  Thus, none of the interviews Val and I had with any VIP ever ended after 15 minutes.

Thus, questions began and Val and I did our best to answer their interesting and challenging questions.

It was interesting to me, that during each of these VIP meetings, I was prompted (spiritually I am certain) to reach in my briefcase and extract documentation to discuss with each individual VIP relevant to what was of most interest to that individual.  It was amazing!

And further, each time Val and I exited an interview with a VIP, we would look at each other and say, “DID WE REALLY DO WHAT WE JUST DID IN THAT MEETING?”  Val and I were convinced that we experienced “DIVINE INTERVENTION” during each of our interviews.

Inna, a non member of the church, was totally amazed regarding our interview discussions.  Often, Inna would look at me an say, “Do you really want me to tell this man what you just told me?”  And I would reply to Inna, “Yes, tell him exactly what I said,using  the same emphasis and the same gestures.”  Inna would smile at me and say, “OK Elder Gividen, I will do it exactly as you say!”

Many of these VIPs were very important to what the church was attempting to accomplish in Russia, thus Val and I made several return appointments to some VIPs seeking their assistance re: Humanitarian Service cargo containers sent to us.

Once, when Val and I were eating in a local Vladivostok restaurant, we noticed an English speaking man in the next booth, so I asked him who he was and where he was from.  He indicated he imported goods from Seattle, Washington to Vladivostok.  So I asked him, “Are my wife and I safe here in Vladivostok?”  He laughed and said, “You, my friend are absolutely safe from the local Russian mafia, because they know that you are brining money and goods into the country and they will eventually end up with most of it.  However, you need to watch out for the local hoods around the Tramvye.”  Good information to know!  

Well, this man certainly did not know who we were, who we represented and how we do things financially re direct contact with needs of the people.  Also, in our contact work, the Missionary and Humanitarian Services Departments indicated that “in no circumstance were we ever to PAY BRIBES” to anyone, and that Val and I never use the “Russian Black Market.” but pay all church and personal bills using local Russian Rubles (the current lawful Russian currency) and not US dollars.

To train President Ziagolski and 2nd Counselor Israliof, (who did not understand anything about their new church leadership responsibilities), I invited both of them to meet at our new apartment every Saturday morning, where I began instruction…, and they were quick to learn and apply their responsibilities.

After each training session, Val would present each of them with a freshly baked cookie and give each of them a few extra cookies to take home.  To Uri and Denis surprise, Val had placed the extra baked cookies in a Ziploc Bag to keep them fresh…, but Uri and Denis, ever the entrepreneurs…, had never seen a Ziploc Bag before, were totally amazed, thus they asked Val, “How can we order some of these Ziploc Bags to sell?

Following one of our January 2000 Saturday training sessions, President Ziagolski took me aside and stated, “What am I supposed to do with all of this tithing and fast offering money members of the Branch keep giving to me?  Keep in mind, that just a few weeks prior to our arrival, the Russian Banks had closed their doors and would not allow any of the new Russian entrepreneurs access to their funds, thus all of the Russian new businessmen had gone bankrupt (no space here to tell many stories).  So, I asked Uri, since he had been Branch President since November…, “What have you been doing with the money given to you as Branch President?”  Uri responded, “I have been hiding it under my mattress!”  Oh wow, another teaching moment, so I immediately took Uri to the District/Mission Office and explained financial procedures, and whom he should transfer all of the church funds members had placed in his care.

And so each Saturday, Uri and Denis asked their questions and I taught them correct church authorized principles and procedures.

(Side Note):  
Uri and Vera had been insistent with both of their daughters that they learn English and prepare themselves to one day “Go to America to live.”  Thus, at age eighteen, Polina went to attend BYU Hawaii, where she  married a Polynesian young man, they both graduated from BYU Hawaii, were married in the Hawaiian Temple, have since had a family of their own and currently live in South Jordan, Utah.

An Idaho missionary, who served in Vladivostok, returned home to Idaho, was released from his mission, and immediately returned to Vladivostok, took Masha home to Idaho and married her in one of the Idaho Temples.  Then they moved to South Jordan, Utah and have a family of their own.

With both daughters and their families living in South Jordan, Utah, Uri and Vera both immigrated to the United States and live near their daughters and their families in South Jordan, Utah.

Uri, Vera, Masha and Polina have all become naturalized United States citizens.  In August, 2023 Uri passed away and was buried in the South Jordan, Utah cemetery.

So, who became the next 2nd Branch President in the Vladivostok Mission, well of course…, my good friend Dr. Vlady.

During Val and my meetings with VIPs, Val and I presented everyone with a Russian printed copy of “The Family Proclamation to the World,” which initiated many questions regarding the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter0day Saints.  Because Val and I were so busy with our responsibilities, we referred these contacts to President Price and he assigned his Elder Missionaries to follow up with each contact.  Of course Val and I have no idea what happened to those who expressed interest and were referred to missionary Elders.

Transportation in Russia became a problem for Val and me, especially during the cold winter months. The church forbid Val and I to obtain and drive a vehicle, so we were subjected to walking, using expensive taxi service, riding the Tramvye (trolley train), or even “Thumbing” a ride with passing motorists.  Yes, even Val, sometimes by herself felt safe enough to “Thumb a Ride.”  

Interestingly, once, when I was teaching at Far Eastern State University, Val needed to get from our apartment to the Church Office building.  So, she walked down to the major Svetlana Street in Vladivostok, stuck out her thumb, and this big black vehicle pulled up and offered her a ride.  As she sat in the back seat, she became concerned re: she now understood she was riding with two members of the “Russian Mafia.”  So, Val asked, “Do I need to be afraid of you two?   The passenger in the front seat stated, “No lady, we know who you are and that you are the wife of an important influential husband.  You do not need to be afraid of us; we are here to protect you!!!”  Wow!!!  Members of the Russian Mafia protecting my wife…, how incredible is that????

Keep in mind, Val and I had our challenging responsibilities in Vladivostok but there were many other cities throughout the Premorye Krai (State) for us to visit, and in the Khabarovsk Krai (State) an overnight train ride northward.  Thus, Val and I often traveled by overnight train to Khabarovsk and back to Vladivostok.  In Khabarovsk Val and I used two Elder Missionaries who spoke English as our interpreters.  (Relative to time and space, most of the following information will discuss our activities in Vladivostok)

In addition, because of the cold winters of Vladivostok (a coastal city that housed an underground submarine base for the Russian Navy), through Inna, I hired a Russian Naval Officer, using my own personal funds, who owned a Van and automobile he agreed to transport Val to do her shopping or any other errands required by Val.  Thus, as we completed our individual missionary assignments, Val was somewhat protected from the harsh cold winter weather (sometimes 55 degrees below zero) by calling Inna, who would arrange for the Naval Officer to transport Val where ever Val needed to go.

Upon our arrival in Vladivostok, Russia, one of the Church “Missionary Department” first requests was for Val and me to select “13 Russian VIPs” representing Vladivostok influential leaders; thus we identified two State Religious Affairs leaders who were influential and could help President Price, three television station owners and managers, two radio station managers and six prominent newspaper editors who flew to Salt Lake City.  The Missionary Department paid all expenses for their airplane, local transportation, meals and lodging expenses for the purpose of visiting members of the church leadership, Temple Square, Humanitarian Service facilities, the Granite Record Vaults in the mountains and attended a Sunday morning session, listening to the “Mormon Tabernacle Choir” performance.  

Then this group traveled to Provo, where they entered the Provo Missionary Training Center and conversed with Elders learning Russian.  Their group then toured the Brigham Young University campus, met with the administration, and during their concluding evening they attended the BYU Ballroom Dance performance held in the BYU Marriott Center.  

Of course, when all of these Russians returned to Vladivostok and met with Val and me, they were extremely impressed with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, thus expressing their willingness to support our missionary efforts however they could…, and in many ways they did!

Thus, the Vladivostok Minister of Religious Affairs requested that “I, Bert Gividen, sit on their Religious Affairs screening council with responsibilities of evaluating future religious organizations from outside Russia, requesting entrance into Vladivostok and permission to provide their religious instruction throughout Russia.  President Price agreed to my appointment to this committee.  During the time I served on this council, there were some very weird American church groups that I advised the Minister of Religious Affairs to reject.

At the beginning of this meeting, where television, radio and news reporters were invited, each member of the committee was introduced to the media and TV camera crews.  Each member of the committee was asked to identify who they were, why they were chosen for this important committee responsibility and who they represented.  When it came my turn to be introduced, the Minister of Religious Affairs (one of the members who we selected to visit leaders and facilities in Utah) stood up and stated, “No need to interview Bert Gividen, I will speak for him…, and she proceded to tell the media all about her trip to Utah, why I was here in Vladivostok, and why she personally asked me to join this special committee.  Wow, there was never a success story greater than someone else telling your story with such precise detail.

Boris Lee, of Korean ancestry, one of the Russian individuals Val and I selected to travel to Utah, owned his own privately funded television station in Vladivostok, and expressed great interest in the church activities he observed in Utah.  Thus, he invited Val and me to meet with him and discuss how his “Private Television Station” could support the Vladivostok Russia missionary efforts.

I reported Boris Lee’s invitation to assist the Missionary Department, and they suggested that I ask Boris Lee if he would be interested in using the Mormon Tabernacle Choir video tapes on his television station.  So, we asked Boris (now our good friend and supporter) and he was delighted.  Thus, the Missionary Department sent to Val and me 100 Mormon Tabernacle Choir video tapes, which we gave to Boris Lee, and he agreed to play these tapes on “Prime Time” television during each evening of the week.

With that beginning, the Missionary Department asked if Boris Lee would like several copies of the 2 minute “Feel Good About Yourself” video tapes the church had produced and were running on Utah TV stations.  We asked Boris and he was delighted.  Thus, these two minute segments ran during various times during the day on his television station.

The Missionary Department then indicated that we have a new series of TV videos aimed at the youth of the church, would Boris Lee be interested?  When we approached Boris, he was delighted, and they were run on his television station.

 August 2000 President Price asked if I would meet with President Urilof, the prestigious Far Eastern State University administrator in Vladivostok, where President Price felt the church needed an influence.  So, Val, Inna and I met with President Urilof. I told him I had a doctorate degree and I was willing to teach any special course where ever he could use me, without remuneration.  That surprised President Urilof, so he contacted three university deans who joined us, and I was assigned to teach three courses, one course in each of the next three semesters.  Each semester I taught, the appropriate dean of the college, would send his driver to pick me up at our apartment and deliver me back to our apartment when I was finished.  Wow!  Great service!

It was interesting to note, the difference between the Russian and United States of America educational systems re: in Russia a group of approximately 30 – 35 students are selected at the Kindergarten level of the Russian educational system and all of these students continued together through elementary – college, thus becoming extremely interconnected and supportive of each other.

The first course I taught was to thirty-four (34) English speaking students in the Education department.  While I was teaching the English course, one of the Russian English teachers asked me if I would help her with a book she was writing to teach Russian teachers “How to Teach English.” Thus, I took the materials with me to our apartment, edited what she had written, significantly changed much of what she had written and returned the manuscript to her for review of my suggestions.  Later; she approached me with a printed textbook titled “How to Teach Russian Teacher to Teach English.”  Then she said, “Open the front of the book” and there was my name, Dr. Bert Gividen, Co-Author.

My second course to teach was, “Principles of Business” to thirty (30) English business students, re: it was now important that they understood business practices they would encounter during future interaction with the “Free World” economic systems, (in 1990 the Soviet Union had fallen), and these students would be involved in international banking and trading with the rest of the world.  

So, I began teaching them about use of a “Checking Account” and how banks, in the western world,  interact with customers and associated banking systems.  Originally, they had no idea what I was talking about, and of course had never seen a check.  In Russia, all they were familiar with was the use of cash and a bartering system.  However, they were smart and soon caught on, then on to the use of a credit card, which they certainly did not understand, etc., etc.,

The third semester course I was invited to teach, was “Technology” to thirty-two (32) English speaking Engineering students.  There was no text available, so I contacted the Missionary Department, who searched the US Book stores and found one copy related to technology, and sentit to me. The Dean of Engineering asked to review the text, so I gave it to him, and he cut the spine off the book and made duplicate copies for my 32 students.  Then,he  had the spine replaced and returned the book to me.  Wow…, so much for copyright laws.

I began teaching my technology course, adding much of my own personal knowledge, starting from the invention of the wheel, through the slow growth of tool development, the industrial revolution, and of course the development of Nuclean Weapons during the Cold War, etc. etc!  

None of my students had ever heard any reference in their previous educational courses regarding what I was teaching.  This was all new information to them, including the standoff between Russia and the United States development of Nuclear Weapons, the START Treaty that began the disarmament agreements between the US and Russia, etc., etc., etc.  Thus, I often wondered if some “Russian Official” might come barging into my classroom and haul me off to prison for teaching concepts and principles these young students had never been exposed to during their previous idealistic communist lives!  However, no one challenged what I was teaching and the students seemed engrossed in the knowledge I was providing.

The Far Eastern State University administration requested that I make a presentation at the “2,000 Years of Christianity in Russia” International Conference.  I chose “The Family Proclamation to the World “as my presentation.

The Far Eastern State University administration requested that I make a presentation at the ”English as a Second Language” International Conference.  I chose presentation information provided by the BYU Conferences and Workshops English as a Second Language course my BYU C&W department developed.

At the conclusion of my teaching experience at Far Eastern State University, President Urilof asked if my wife and I would attend a special student assembly.  So, Val and I accepted his offer…, and while sitting on the front row of the audience, Val and I were totally surprised…, shocked would be more like it…, when President Urilof approached the podium and said, “Will Dr. Bert Gividen please join me on the stage?”  Of course I did, whereupon, President Urilof extolled his congratulations to me personally, in front of the entire Far Easter State University student body, faculty and administration.  Then, President Urilof placed a “Russian Education Medal,” hanging on a ribbon, around my neck, and then presented me with an original oil painting he had commissioned in my honor.  The oil painting depicted a special entertainment building located in Vladivostok where Val and I often frequented during the little spare time we provided for ourselves.

President Urilof then indicated he would personally work with Russian Customs and provide any funds to cover expenses and approvals so I could take the oil painting through Russian Customs.  Then, he asked, “Do you have any other items I can assist you with customs?  I indicated that Val and I had recently visited a famous art gallery in Vladivostok and I had purchased an original oil painting, “The Three Horses.”  President Urilof said, bring your oil painting to me and I will take care of Russian Customs.  These paintings currently hang on walls of our home in Orem, Utah.

Following the assembly presentation, Russian students performed very interesting and delightful musical song and dance routines which Val and I thoroughly enjoyed.

Immediately following the assembly, President Urilof invited Val and me to attend a special dinner in our honor, with the entire university administration and faculty in attendance.  

Whew!!!  What a marvelous way to say “THANK YOU!”

January - May 2000 - Val and I hosted the “Brigham Young University Ballroom Dance Company.” Including fifty-six (56) students, their teachers and chaperons who  traveled with them throughout Vladivostok and Khabarovsk, Russia.  Thus, Val and I had to provide staging information to the BYU Ballroom Dance Company instructors to use back in Provo, Utah prior to their visit, so they could organize and perform in both locations. In addition, Val and I had to arrange for their local transportation needs,an overnight train ride to and from Khabarovsk, meals, housing and selected major theater venues for them to perform.  Plus, as a bonus to the BYU students, Val and I organized young Russian members of the church to take the BYU students on small group tours throughout Vladivostok and Khabarovsk.

February 2001 The Church “Area Authority President Hancock, located in Moscow, Russia” requested that Val and I fly to Novosibirsk, Russia (Russia’s Scientific Center, right in the center of Russia) and make a Public Affairs presentation to “all members of the church throughout the “Area,” including Russia and Europe.  President Hancock had invited all members of wards and branches throughout the Area, with Public Affairs responsibilities, to attend the Novosibirsk conference where Val and I were asked to share procedures and results we had participated in as “Public Affairs Missionaries” in Vladivostok and Kbarovsk.  Of course, Inna would not be going with Val and I, so President Hancock provided a young woman named Katia, to be our interpreter to the Russians, and Katia was something else, who could translate immediate speech of Val and me.  As fast as Val and I spoke, Katia would immediately (not after) interpret.  I have never experienced anything like her interpretive talent.

Because of our Public Affairs success, Area Authority President Hancock requested Val and me to fly to Moscow and exchange ideas with the Area Authority Public Affairs personnel.

The “Missionary Department contacted Val and I to see if we could use a “Puppet Show” they developed to teach young children about the harmful effects of Alcohol, Tobacco and Dangerous Drugs.”  So, again, Val and I accepted the challenge and the puppet show was sent to us in Vladivostok.  Our Mission President agreed to provide two qualified Russian Speaking Elders to act out the puppet actions as the dialogue regarding the dangers of using Alcohol, Tobacco and Dangerous Drugs was presented via tape recorder.  

Since Val and I were heavily involved in the Vladivostok Educational System, we often visited with the Krai (State) Superintendent over education.  Thus, I insisted, that before we ever began using the Puppet Show with elementary schools, we must obtain permission from the Krai (State) Superintendent of Schools ( whom we considered a great friend re; my experience as Superintendent, etc.., I knew much about the challenges he faced).  After our demonstration with the State Superintendent and his staff, he granted permission for Val, me and the two Russian speaking Elders, to take the Puppet Show to 5th grade students in as many elementary schools as we were willing to service.  In fact, the State Superintendent sent a memo from himself to all elementary school principals throughout Vladivostok indicating, “I hereby require that each principal of an elementary school provide instruction regarding the dangers of using Alcohol, Tobacco and Dangerous drugs…. (and the kicker…, he included in his memo) if you do not have access to such a program I have one I will recommend to you!”

Because I was teaching three semesters at Far Eastern State University, and doing all the other things Val and I were doing, I asked Val if she and the two Russian Speaking Elders, driven by our Russian Naval Officer in the van, could handle the Puppet Show to elementary 5th graders while I was teaching at Far Eastern State University.  Val agreed, so while I was teaching at the university Val and her two Elders were teaching 5th graders.

During many of Val and my visits to VIPs throughout Vladivostok, we were asked about our religious affiliation re; the “Plural Marriage Issue” and asked if our church was a Cult…, which some had heard about the church.  Finally, having heard this often enough, I decided to organize and provide an “Open House” of instruction and invite the citizens of Vladivostok public (over 1 million residents) to come and learn that our church is not a Cult, and we “Believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior.”  

Thus, to create the Open House, I wrote another $1,000.00 Humanitarian Service project, got it approved, contacted Church Headquarters in SLC who placed me in contact with the “Church Distribution Center” where I requested a catalog of all their religious picture collection on file.  Then I selected over 250 individual pictures, had them shipped to me in Vladivostok, then Val and I located a framing shop and had all of the pictures framed.

In the meantime, Val and sister members of the branch helped me locate a fabric shop where I purchased three rolls of eight feet wide and 100 ft long “black felt fabric.”  Then I purchased 100 yards of strong metal wire with six anchor bolts.

Now I was ready to discuss with our Mission President and his wife, both branch presidencies and other Missionary Couples what I was going to construct to provide the Open House.  As I was discussing this procedure with the above mentioned individuals, there was a knock on the door, the person persisted in knocking until I answered the door, and he explained (not a member of the church), “I was walking down the street outside and had this premonition that someone in this room needs my help.  Not being rude, I decided to invite him into the meeting.  Thus, I proceeded to discuss how I wanted to get permission from the owner of the building where church members had their headquarters and met for church services, etc…., to anchor the six anchor bolts in the wall of the foyer, then stretch three strands of strong wire across the foyer, then throw three 8 ft wide by 100 feet  lengths of black velvet fabric over each wire, thus providing 4 ft hanging black velvet on both sides if tge wure, and then I planned to hang framed pictures on the black velvet.  

I had divided all 260 framed pictures into the following categories: foretelling the coming of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament, Jesus Christ’s birth, Jesus Christ selecting and trainig his apostles, Jesus Christ’s ministry, Jesus Christ betrayal to the Sadducees, Jesus Christ crucifixion, Jesus Christ’s Resurrection, Jesus Christ’s final meeting with the apostles, Jesus Christ’s ascenicion into heaven, Jesus Christ indicating “other sheep need I feed, Jesus Christ visiting the people of the American Continent, Jesus Christ establishing the same church and leadership as he did in Jerusalem, Lehi’s people inscribing their history on Gold Tablets safe from erosion and dientegration, and in the Sacrament meeting space of our building, on three walls I gained permission from our Mission President to display pictures of the Restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ (if it is my church, then name my church after me, and life in our church communities today.  Then in the hallway leading from the foyer to the meeting room, I hung pictures of every Temple completed up to that time.

As I was discussing all of this, my surprise visitor spoke up, and said, “Now I know why I was prompted to come and meet with you.  I am an architect and have skills to help you physically install the anchor bolts, string the wire drape the three wires with selected pictures.  I know the building owner and will get his permission to accomplish all that you have suggested.  Wow!!!  Right out of the blue and yonder from the street below comes this man to help me install what is needed to provide my “Open House…,” and he committed himself until the project was over.  Now tell me his appearance was not Devine Intervention!!!

Val an Khabarovsk d I contacted our media friends, printed leaflets and had members of both branches distribute them all over the city of Vladivostok, and  held our four day Open House inviting citizens to come and see for yourself.

However, so that instruction regarding each picture hanging on both sides of the black velvet was understood, I asked every young member of the two branches to participate by typing on a small piece of cardboard stock and hanging below each picture…, the name of the picture, the scripture it represented and the artist who created the picture.  Then all of the pictures were divided into groups of three and one young person studied the picture, the scripture, artist, etc. so, as each young person stood by three pictures…,  they could discuss the meaning of each picture.

At the middle of the stairway leading up to the third floor of the building, as the stairway came upwards and turned 90 degrees north…, where every visitor to the Open House would pass…, on the wall of the stairway I placed a framed 4 ft wide by 6 ft “Jesus Ascension” picture depicting Jesus Christ ascending into heaven after his Resurrection.  At the bottom of this picture I placed a 1 ft x 3 ft cardboard and inscribed on the cardboard were the “Bold Lettering …., WE BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST.”

In the meeting room where we usually held Sacrament meeting, we placed the chairs in the middle of the room back to back so people could rest while observing the pictures hanging on the three walls.  On the Dias stage of the room, Val organized rotating soothing music of choral single performers, trios, choirs, piano music etc. 

During the second of four days of the Open House, Val was sitting in the meeting room resting…, and observing the pictures…, when this little boy of about six years old wandered in and sat down beside Val.  Neither of them could communicate, but pleasantly enjoyed each other’s company.  Soon after the boy arrived…, his frantic mother came rushing into the room looking for her son, saw him sitting by my precious wife and contently looking at Val, the pictures and enjoying the music.  Thus, the mother sat down by her son, Val invited Elder Missionaries to find out why they both arrived at Val’s side, arrangements were made to teach both parents, their son and two other children…, and all five members of this family were baptized into the church.  Interesting!!!  How many more visitors to the Open House were affected we never knew,

After the Open House was complete, my architect friend and I dismantled the Open House display of pictures, repaired the foyer walls, and donated the 250 framed pictures to the Mission President to distribute to all branches within the Prymorye Krai and Kbarovsk Krai branches for the members to hang in their meeting places and enjoy.

As Val and I met with our VIP contacts, we were often asked about the unique life style of our members and thus, interest was expressed.  In all of these cases, Val and I would refer each of these individuals to President Price, who would assign two of his Elder missionaries to follow up on our referrals.


Following the Open House, and Val and my efforts at Public Affairs activities, President Price called Val and me into his office and declared, “Val and Bert you have my missionaries so busy following up on your referrals, ‘Please take a break and find something else to do with your time.”  


So, Val and I set aside our Public Affairs activities and began to work with Humanitarian Service challenges.  Thus, Val and I soon learned the difference between “Fast Offering” donations that assist members of the church, even in Russia, whereas “Humanitarian Service” donations provide assistance to non members of the church worldwide.  

The “Missionary Department” Humanitarian Service provided funds to Couple Missionaries who developed special “Service Projects.”  Maximum funding for these projects usually amounted to $1,000.00 so Val and I developed several projects requesting $1,000.00 Humanitarian Service projects.

One of our first projects included funding to print a “Health and Wellness” workbook written by our new friend, Dr. Vlady.  Not a member of the church, but he was interested in the church and kept coming to meet with Val and me.  We just called him “Dr. Vlady.  Dr. Vlady created this workbook to assist practicing nurses or other health providers located out in the wild country of Siberia where there were only small villages with few residents and certainly no medical services.  However, Dr. Vlady did not have funds to print copies of his workbook.  Thus, Val and I wrote a Humanitarian Services project for $1,000.00 to print 500 copies of his workbook and delivery expenses to those in need out in Siberia.  Dr. Vlady’s “Health and Wellness” workbook was so gratefully accepted, Val and I wrote a second Humanitarian Services project to print and deliver another 500 Health Workbooks to those in need living in Siberia.

Soon after the second printing of Dr. Vlady’s “Health and Wellness” workbook, he took me aside and said, “My girl friend Anna would like to meet you and your wife, can we arrange that meeting?  I indicated that Val and I would be delighted.  To make a long story short, Dr. Vlady and Anna indicated they had been involved with the missionaries, had heard the missionary lessons and decided they wanted to be baptized, but…, then Vlady asked, “Would I baptize Anna and him?”  I indicated, “It is customary that we normally refer baptisms to Elder Missionaries to do baptisms, but Vlady said, “If you would baptize Anna and me, it would be a special honor. “  Thus, of course I baptized Anna and Dr. Vlady.  

One day, Dr Vlady and his fiancée (Anna) came to the Mission Home and stated that he and Anna were going to get married, and by Russian Law, they were to be married in civil court.  Dr. Vlady and Anna asked Val, me, President Price and his wife to attend the civil marriage ceremony.  Following that event, Dr. Vlady then said, “Now let us go to the church meeting place and have a “God Wedding (a Religious Wedding)!”

In our church Sacrament meeting room, President Price conducted a “God Wedding ceremony” for Dr. Vlady and Anna.  Following this event, as was Russian custom, President Price asked, “Who in Anna’s family will speak for Anna?” Anna chose her mother, who was in attendance and spoke broken English.  Then President Price asked, “Vlady, who do you want to speak for you (Vlady’s real father was in the room but did not speak English)?  Dr. Vlady surprised everyone in the assembled audience by replying, “I choose ‘my father’ Elder Bert Gividen, to speak on my behalf.”  Needless to say, I was surprised, stunned but honored to speak for my friend Dr. Vlady.

(Later, Dr. Vlady became the 2nd Branch President.  In fact, later, meeting with my family who came to Vladivostok, Dr. Vlady met my son Kent; they connected via computers and did business with each other for a few years).

Another Humanitarian Service project included a request to purchase $1,000.00 worth of medications for Russian men and women living in separate “Pension Homes” where Russians turned their meager pensions over to an administrator who provided meals, lodging and medical needs.  Of course, mediation is expensive and hard to come by…, so Val and I wrote many projects for many, many many medicines we provided to Pension homes throughout Western Russia.  Our efforts were dscovered by the television media, and soon, every time Val and I wrote a project for medications, when we delivered the medications to the Pension Homes, television crews were on site (we never foung out how and when Val and I would provide this medication) to televise what we were doing.  Also, Pharmacies, where we purchased the medications, asked us what we were doing with all of this medication, we told them, and then invariably they would gather up additional medications and add to our purchase.  

Yes, there are a lot of good people in this world, even in Russia.

As Val and I interacted with other Couple Missionaries in Vladivostok, we learned some were having difficulties re another Humanitarian Missionary Couple had ordered a container full of education  supplies, hospital equipment and supplies from SLC Humanitarian Services and could not get the container out of Russian Customs office.  (Customs kept adding expenses…., actually bribes….., this Missionary Couple from Arizona could not cope with).   They were leaving to go home, so the Humanitarian Services department contacted me via computer email and asked for our help.  

To make a long story short…, when Val, Inna and I met with customs officials, they “balked” with me and I got the same story as the previous couple.. Thus, using Inna our professional interpreter…, I told her I had the full support of 13 VIP Media personnel in Vladivostok (our visitors to Utah) who were just biting at the bit to take on Russian Customs officials.  They had all heard about this container and the couple’s problems with Customs, and said to Val and me,”Iif you need Media assistance, we will be here for you .  Thus, I asked Inna to explain, if the container was not released by 2:00 PM that afternoon, I was going to provide a media release to all of my special media contacts about Russian customs.  Customs officials balked again…   It was obvious, customs officials were pressing me to pay them a “BRIBE, which I absolutely refused to do. Thus, our standoff went right up to 2:00 PM and customs refused to budge…, so I said to Inna, “Tell the customs officials  I am on my way to deliver my media release to my media contacts.” Customs officials responded  back to Inna, “TELL THAT HARD NEGOTIATOR TO COME AND OPEN HIS “BLANKETY-BLANK” CONTAINER.  Problem solved and the contents of the container were released and distributed to those for whom the items were promised.

In one pension home located in the wilds of Siberia, where Val and I delivered medications, we had just returned from a special outing to see the Siberian Tigers accompanied by President Price, his wife, the Minister of Religious Affairs (our host and guide), President Price’s driver.  I asked the Pension Home lady manager if we might visit with the men residents?  She said, “Certainly!”  Then she took all of us on a tour of her facility.  As we entered each room, we observed men living in three bunk high beds circulating the entire room.  There must have been over 20 old men in each room.  In one room, a man standing in the corner was just sobbing, so I asked our Russian driver to ask why he wass sobbing so hard.  Our driver asked and told me this story:

This man was in the Russian Army when the World War II ended.  His unit was on one side of the Elb River near Berlin, and when the declaration came across their speakers, that the war was over…, everyone of course began to celebrate and ran across the Elb River to meet the American troops who were also celebrating.  Further celebration ensued among the Russians and Americans until much later, things settled down and the celebration was over.

Soon thereafter, Stalin, the Russian President and dictator, immediately ordered all of the Russian troops off the front line who had celebrated with the US Army troops.  Then when the Russian troops returned to Russia, Stalin sent them all out into Siberia away from the Russian general population…, and that is where our group was now visiting this Pension Home.  Thus, this soldier told our driver, “I LOVED THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS, HERE I AM IN SIBERIA BECAUSE I LOVED THE AMERICANS, and I NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD EVER SE ANOTHER AMERICAN…., BUT HERE YOU ARE…., AND I LOVE YOU!!!!!

Wow!!!  How does one deal with such an emotional statement!!!???  But, sadly we then had to leave and drive back to Vladivostok.

Val and I also wrote many Humanitarian Service projects involving “Orphanages” who needed clothing, medicine, book bags, school supplies, etc.  In Russia, following the downfall of the Soviet Union and the downfall of the communistic government that provided everything…, citizens were left without food and clothing support from the communist leaders.  Parents were unable to feed and clothe their children, so they just turned them loose to fend for themselves, the best they could and survive on the city streets, thus social workers began gathering up these vagabond children and placing them in state owned orphanages.  Thus, the orphanages were overcrowded and could not care for all of the children…, and they needed help.  Thus, Val and I wrote many, many many $1,000.00 Humanitarian Service project requesting funding to help orphanages.

Val and I wrote one extremely large Humanitarian project involving the “Children’s Infectious Disease Hospital,” where coal heated water coming from the City of Vladivostok was cut off to the hospital, all of the plumbing piping and plumbing fixtures within the hospital froze…, thus shutting down the entire hospital, requiring all of the children to be moved to other hospitals.

Val and I were contacted by our Vladivostok City friends we worked with re: obtaining BYU Ballroom Dance Company student visas, asking if we might be able to help with financial assistance to repair this disaster.  So Val and I asked the city to provide bids for replacement items, we created a new project requesting $48,500.00 of Humanitarian Service funds to replace broken pipes, heaters, toilets, wash basins, damaged floors, etc.   And requested  the Vladivostok City employees to provide the manual labor and expertise to remove the damaged system and flooring, then replace all of it with ne plumbing and fixtures provided  by the church Humanitarian Service project.  It took Vladivostok City employees nearly six months to remove and replace damaged plumbing and fixtures throughout this huge hospital.

When the damage was repaired, Val and I looked at the “Drab Environment of each Childs room in the Hospital” and decided to brighten up the place.  So, we contacted young artistic talented members of the Vladivostok two branches, asked if they would outline in black marking pens, “Disney like Characters,” on the walls of each room at the hospital, indicate by number within their artistic drawings identifying the color of paint to use according to numbers.  Then Val and I wrote another project for $1,000 of Humanitarian Service funds to purchase various colored cans of paint.  Thus, all members of both branches could visit the Children’s Infectious Disease Hospital,” follow directions provided by the artistic students, and color in the prescribed colors identified by the artistic students.  Walla!  What beautiful and colorful rooms children patients returned to at the Children’s Infectious Hospital.

The Missionary Department and Humanity Services contacted Val and me to see if we could distribute a shipping container full of “1,000 Baby Quilts that Relief Society members of the Church” had created and donated to be sent to help warm Russian orphaned babies in “Baby Hospitals.”  Of course Val and I accepted the challenge, and contacted our friend (previously visited…,) the Vice Governor over all the Baby Hospitals in Vladivostok, who was more than delighted to accept the mothers of America gift of 1,000 baby quilts.

Because the BYU Ballroom Dance Company was so well accepted in Vladivostok and Kbarovsk, and I heard that the BYU Young Ambassadors were going to perform in Japan, I called the Area Authority President Brown in Tokyo Japan (a friend of mine) and asked him if he would consider allowing the BYU Young Ambassadors to perform in the Vladivostok Mission during the first week of their Japan tour and then they could go on to Japan.. Graciously, Area Authority President Brown consented to my request.

Thus, Val and I contacted the BYU Young Ambassador Director at BYU and indicated we would provide a welcome at the Vladivostok Airport and take care of their needs.  So, just like Val and I did for the BYU Ballroom Dance Company, we did the same for the BYU Young Ambassadors.

May 2001 - My wife and I hosted the “Brigham Young University Young Ambassadors.” Including 76 students, their teachers and chaperons to Vladivostok and Usserysk, Russia.  Thus, we had to provide staging information to the BYU Young Ambassadors instructors back in Provo, Utah so they could organize and perform in both locations... In addition, Val and I had to arrange for their local transportation needs, meals, housing and select major theater venues for them to perform.  Plus, as a bonus to the BYU students Val and I organized young Russian members of the church to take the BYU Students on small group tours throughout Vladivostok and Usserysk, Russia, and of course their performance was well acected and appreciated by the Russian people.
In preparation for our completing our missionary assignments, I sent enough funds home for all eight of our children to fly ot Russia, visit Moscow and St Peterburg and then fly home.  Five of my children accepted my offer and arrived in Vladivostok, Russia.

Special Note: 
Val and I provided all of our VIP contacts two complimentary tickets to the BYU Young Ambassador performance, plus I had the missionaries find my architect friend, who knocked on the door indicating he did not know why but someone needed his help, during the Open House construction.  Thus, I gave him two complimentary tickets.

However, just prior to the BYU Ambassadors performance, he came to me, excitedly speaking in Russian with arm gestures indicating something was important to him.  I could not understand his Russian, so I called two Elder Missionaries for help.  They talked to him, smiled at me and said, “He wants “YOU” to baptize him into the Church.”  I explained that my family was leaving by airplane for Moscow tomorrow afternoon and I would not be available.

President Price saw the commotion with his Elders and asked, “What is going on?” The Missionaries explained, and President Price said to his two Elders, “After the BYU Young Ambassador performance, you have the whole night to teach this young man “all ten of the missionary lessons” so he can understand the implications of his decision, and if he still wants to be baptized tomorrow morning by Elder Gividen, then we will warm up the baptistery and Bert can baptize him.

Thus, the next morning, Val, five of my children who came to Vladivostok were witnesses to me baptizim my young architect friend.  WHAT A JOYOUS MOMEN for my young friend, Val, five members of my family and meT!!!!

As Val and I were preparing ourselves to return home from our missionary experience, we received a telephone call from Area Authority President Hancock, who asked if Val and I would extend our mission and consider going to Moscow, Russia and become the Area Authority Public Affairs administrators!  Oh my Goodness!!!!!  Never in my life have I ever turned down a church calling…., NEVER…, and now…, a General Authority of the Church was asking the impossible.   I looked at Val and thought…, I need to get this good woman, Val, back home with her family, where she feels safe and comfortable in her own home.  She has paid the ultimate sacrifice to support me in my obligation to please my Father in Heaven…., and even though I was relatively “beat down physically” performing our missionary responsibilities, thus…, reluctantly…, I told President Hancock that my wife and I were physically exhausted and needed to return home.  Wow!!!  I had just said NO, TO A GENERAL AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH!!!

However, courteous President Hancock, understood, and then asked, “Is there anyone else you would recommend for this position?”  I recommended that he contact Lena Nechiprova, attorney wife of Vladimir Nechiprov who was the Vladivostok District President (two very important and effective members of the church.)  Lena was the Russian attorney that we used whenever legal issues arose and she was very qualified.  Thus, President Hancock called Lena Nechiporva as the Area Authority Public Affairs administrator in Moscow, and called her husband Vladimir Nechiperov to be the Area Authority Property Acquisition administrator, thus the Nechiprov family moved to Moscow.

As indicated above, prior to Val and I leaving Utah on our Missionary assignment to Vladivostok, Russia to serve as Public Affairs missionaries and meet with VIP Russians, I gathered a brief case full of single document information regarding the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints indicating the World Wide influence of the church, plus additional information about Brigham Young University, its satellite universities i.e. BYU Idaho and BYU Hawaii, printed copies of the “Proclamation of the Family to the World, etc.  

 Thus, as Val and my Missionary Responsibilities were coming to a close, and we were preparing to return home, Val and I visited with our Vladivostok City Library Librarian administrator, another friend, and asked if she might be interested in our collection of materials used during our VIP presentations?  She asked to see what we had to offer, thus we went through my entire brief case of documents and she accepted every item.  In addition, I provided her with a Book of Mormon and a copy of the King James Version of the Bible (Russians use the Russian Orthodox Bible).  She indicated that she had “a special location in her library where she would display my entire collection.”   

Following the Young Ambassadors flying out of Vladivostok to Tokyo, Japan, Val and I introduced our family members to people we had met in Vladivostok, and of course introduced them to my friend, Dr Vlady and his wife Anna, who just giggled at the excitement of meeting Americans.  

I hired Dr. Vlady and a large van using my own funds, and asked Dr. Vlady to be our chauffer and tour guide to take our family on a trip throughout and around Vladivostok city, to see special sites Val and I wanted to share with our family.  What a great review for Val and me to “show off” Vladivostok, Russia.

The next day our entire family flew to Moscow, Russia where we met “Area Authority President Hancock and all support personnel we knew.   Then I hired a tour guide to tour Moscow.”  Then we took a train ride to St. Petersburg for a week’s visit, where I hired two young members of the church as tour guides.  

We returned back to Moscow via train, flew back to Vladivostok, said our goodbyes to our Russian friends, and flew to Los Angeles where Val went into a corner of the airport, knelt down and kissed the ground.  Yep, we returned back to the good ole USA safe and sound.  Then we flew to Salt Lake City, drove home, walked into our home and…., now June 3, 2001, we were really home safe and sound free of any unwanted illness!!!

One week later, Val and I flew to Honolulu, Hawaii, rented a car and drove to the North Shore where Krista, our baby daughter, graduated from BYU Hawaii.  Then we flew back to SLC and our home for a very long and well earned rest.

2003 – The United Nations Command contacted me, indicating I was one of 400 US Veterans selected to represent the US Miltary who participated in the Korean War - to represent the United States Military at the South Korean “50th Anniversary Cease Fire of the Korean War,”  All expenses paid by South Korean Businessmen.  Dr. Henry Kissinger, former Secretary of State and now Harvard Political Science professor, was invited as the keynote speaker.  Later, I was one of 50 US Veteran representatives, invited to attend a gala reception at the US Ambassadors residence, During this event, Dr. Kissinger sought me out asking how he could gain historical information regarding his ancestry, thus I informed him to look for the Church Historical Ancestral Library in Boston, and they would help him with any research available to him.  What he was really fishing for, was an invitation to speak at Brigham Young University where they might provide him a copy of his ancestry.

2002-7 – My Orem friend, George Stokes, asked me to serve with him as the “Vice Commander of the Orem American Legion Post 72.  George and I re-created this unit, identified 36 future members and it became my responsibility to train each of them re: “Close Order Drill” use of an M-1 Rifle to perform:  “Deceased Veteran Military Funeral Rites” at cemeteries throughout Utah, South Salt Lake and Wasatch Counties.

Orem City’s Mayor Washburn called me to his office, and requested that I create the “Orem Heritage Commission.”  Thus, I became the “Founding Director of the Orem Heritage Commission.”  Thus I identified six other community members to serve on this new commission.  Our first responsibility was to “Create the Orem Veterans Memorial” to be located at the east end of the Orem City Cemetery.  City employees would complete the actual construction.

It was also my responsibility to teach American Legion members, the “Flag Exchange Ceremony” procedures to be performed at the Memorial Day and Veterans Day programs located at the Orem City Cemetery.  

I personally created the “Orem Memorial Day and Veterans Day Programs” that continue to be followed each year.

I personally created the six individual rotating “Veterans Day Programs” offered to all Orem Junior High and Senior High School students each year, performed by the Orem American Legion Post 72.

I personally created the “Veterans USO Service Program” held each year at the Orem Scera Theater.

2004–7 I joined the “Orem Kiwanis Service Club.” 
As a club member, I wrote the program for our Kiwanis club to recognize fifth grade students throughout the Orem City elementary schools and providee each honored student a plaque recognizing them as “The Hope of America Award.”  I also wrote the “Guideline Directions” for club members to follow during their presentation of these awards at the local elementary school assembly programs.

2007 I resigned my position as Vice Commander of the Orem American Legion Post 72.

2007 I resigned my position as Chairman of the City of Orem Heritage Commission.

2007  I resigned my membership in the Orem Kiwanis Club.

2003-7 – My wife and I served as American Fork Temple Workers at the Timpanogos Temple.  During our past two years as Temple Workers; I served as the “Trainer for new Male Temple Workers.”
 

I experienced “Two Stents inserted into my heart arteries?  Wow, I am tired and ready to slow down.
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