
                                     Journal Entries:  1978 to 2025

September 22, 1978  Provo, Utah
I really like these guys in my study group.  They are all married and some with kids.  They treat me fine and I feel like I help.  I’m really glad they asked me to be in their  group.   Another guy was also standing by himself, at the Aspen Grove meeting. He definitely looked different from the other students. But after a couple of days, we realized that Paul is smarter and more experienced than any of us. He doesn’t need us. So glad he’s in our group.

April 23, 2014,   Mesa, Arizona
I really like Kate.  She is great to work with.  But 15 years ago when she was a Mia Maid, we did not get along at all. It was awful.   I guess we’ve both matured. She’s a successful author and I really respect her thoughts about helping the sisters.



October 14, 1978,  Provo, Utah
We got the first econ test back today.  Dr. Wistensen announced that I got the highest grade in the class.  I thought I had done alright and I had studied a lot, but this was a surprise.    I think the others were a bit surprised too.  This economics stuff is so new and I’m not sure I really understand it.  Maybe I just take tests well.   But will I be able to use it in a job?

February 7, 2023   Guatamala City, Guatemala
Things are actually getting  better with the computer stuff.   I was able to attach photos and send in a report on the wheelchair project.  And I was able to make a spreadsheet with Excel.   Bob and I have been able to figure out the Bishop’s order files, and send in the reports.   When we got here,  I was so sure I would accidentally delete something important.   They say we are helping and appreciate our willingness to learn. 


February 14,  1979  Provo, Utah
Dr. Clarke asked me to stay a minute after marketing today.  He just quietly asked if we were “still friends”.    He was quite critical in class about my comments, but no more than other times; nor with other students.  He’s got to be honest with us if we’re going to learn.  I do appreciate his concern.   He really is a good teacher. 


November 10, 2003
Mayra started sobbing as she looked at her weekly report at the end of the day.  All  of the other kids had left.  I asked her what was wrong and she showed me the failing marks I had put for her academics and behavior for the week.  I guess I  got distracted and checked the wrong boxes.   I told her I was very sorry,  and made the change.   She’s so quiet and timid.  I’m not sure she would have questioned what was obviously a mistake.  I wonder if she would have gotten into a lot of trouble at home. 




Monday December 4, 1978  Provo, Utah    
 At Dr. Jackson’s invitation, the whole class clapped for me after I gave a good answer to a question today in statistics.  Maybe they treat me differently, because I’m the only woman in the class, but I think they really do like me.   I need to let the guys in my group know how much I appreciate their help and support.

Tuesday,  April 15, 2025  Mesa, Arizona
Today in Activity Days, little Rachel did very well with the sugar cube temple building project.  Hers was the tallest and very creative   Her inability to speak makes it difficult for her to interact with the other girls.   But I told a couple of them to come and look, and pretty soon everyone was complimenting her. 

January 20, 1980  Provo, Utah
Dr. Giuque  told our group to come up with  “creative out of the box solutions”  for the project for Pacific States Steel.  This is a real company that wants real solutions to some accounting and finance issues.  We’re just students, but maybe they will benefit from our suggestions.    The others are better in these areas than I am, but I can learn and hopefully help out, even with crazy ideas, that the others can then turn into something useful. 

 October 14, 2005   Mesa, Arizona
Using the Wall Street Journal as a textbook is going very well for both the Macro and Micro classes. I’m glad I got permission.   I’ve been teaching long enough that I know the concepts that need to be covered and the students really enjoy reading the Journal.        There’s a lot more participation and I think most of them are reading more than just the articles assigned.  And maybe they’ll keep on reading the Journal after the semester ends!




February 12, 1980
Dr. Swinyard asked me to grade essay tests from the first year class.  Even though he gave me a rubric,  this is a little scary. He’ll probably look over a few after I’m done, but it’s still a big responsibility. 

April 3, 1999  Mesa, AZ
The boys’ principal asked me to come up with an activity for the whole school, so the kids can be in the gym for half the day, while construction is going on in the halls and classrooms. This will be in a month.  I guess after organizing the track club and other activities, she feels like I can do it.  I’ll get some parents to help and set up different science activities in the gym. 


April 18, 1980  Provo, Utah

I”m an MBA graduate from Brigham Young University!  I did it and I did pretty well.   I have learned so much.  I almost dropped out twice, but I kept on.  And in a month, on May 20th, I’ll be married to Bob.  Wow, hard to believe, so many good things.  Friends in class and teachers have said they’re happy for me.  I hope noone thinks I took the place of someone who would have had a real career in business.  I do have the full-time teaching job at Kansas State for a year.   But after Bob graduates next year, I’m not sure what will happen.  I would love to keep teaching.

May 20, 2025   Mesa, Arizona

Bob and I have been married 45 years.  This afternoon is Activity Days,  so we’ll celebrate later!  And 45 years ago, I graduated with an MBA.  I certainly didn’t follow the normal career path, but maybe I’ve helped some students and my kids and grandkids to learn and to love learning.    We’ve had a great life, even with the challenges.  There’s still so much to do and so much to learn. 


 








